


Program Notes

Polyneoptera is a taxonomic subdivision used to classify a specific grouping of eleven insect
orders. These orders comprise the lower neopterous, also known as the orthopteroid insects; among
these are the very familiar grasshoppers, termites, earwigs, praying mantises, cockroaches, and many
more.

This double-reed ensemble acts as a representation of this taxonomic subdivision, as the
reedy texture and timbre indicates the presence of insects. The minimalist drive of the piece offers
insight into the basic existence of these insects; their primary goals are to consume, survive, and
procreate, in contrast to the more complex existence of humanity and many other species. The piece
is intended to portray the potential beauty of a simplistic, minimalist lifestyle, a lifestyle mastered by
these wonderful creatures. Chaos is inevitable, but a good balance of chaos and peace is healthy for
the mind, the body and the soul. The sparse opening establishes a calm tone, and from there the piece
becomes more involved, expressing more emotions and situations, only to return in the final minutes
of the work to the familiar state of calm established at the beginning. The final punctuation of the
piece symbolizes the uncertainty of the future, further the lack of trust in this meditative process that

can so easily permeate the psyche.

Instrumentation:

Oboe |

Oboe II

Oboe II1

Oboe IV
English Horn I
English Horn II
Bassoon |
Bassoon II

Contrabassoon
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Bassoon 1
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