2020
SPENCER A. ROBERTS

Music FOR DOUBLE BAsSs AND PIANO

ADOMUS PUBLICATIONS



PROGRAM NOTES

Music for Double Bass and Piano (2020) is a work that features two distinct and
opposing characters; the first being a very aggressive and dissonant theme that
reflects my artistic taste and style in the present, while the other is its antithesis, a
gentle waltz theme in major, its tender and innocent nature representing my earlier
taste as a composer before the inevitable maturation of my musical language to this
point. The feud between these two very opposing personas is the central and driving
force of the work, and over the course of three movements both characters
transform themselves and return in previous versions, adding more depth to the
fight. The majority of the piece is owned by the assertive and decisive texture of the
more dominant and dissonant character, yet the gentler, more traditional waltz
theme performs repeated and feeble attempts to steal the foreground. These
attempts are absorbed by the unrelenting opening persona, the style that rings
truest to my identity as a composer, only for the waltz to resurface again and again,
refusing to dissolve, until finally it is crushed by the truthfulness and strength of the
first persona. These displays of triumph symbolize the shedding of my less
sophisticated youth in favor of the more honest and technically sound present
version of artistic maturity, and through this transformation within myself I have
been able to create this piece. In composing this work, I was influenced heavily by
the exploits of Stravinsky, as [ have been in many of my creations; the natural
unfolding and development of cellular musical ideas in the work of Stravinsky
parallels the trajectory of this feud, therefore highlighting and enhancing the overall
program of this work.
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